Three-year results of combined modality therapy in locally advanced, resectable squamous cell carcinoma of the head and neck.
Results of a combined therapy, consisting of preoperative chemotherapy, radical resection and postoperative irradiation, of 51 locally advanced, previously untreated, resectable squamous cancers of the head and neck are reported. The overall response rate to chemotherapy was 58.5% (with 33% complete remissions) and higher in carcinomas of the oral cavity and hypopharynx than of the supraglottis and oropharynx. Three year survival was 53% for the entire group, 75% for hypopharyngeal, 58% for oral, 50% for supraglottic and 32% for oropharyngeal lesions, in responders to chemotherapy statistically significant higher than in non responders and only 18% in the fifteen patients who developed recurrences.